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DECLARATION FROM THE SOUTH – SOUTH YOUTH SOLIDARITY 
MEETING ON 

POVERTY REDUCTION AND SOCIAL PROTECTION
Hanoi, Vietnam, June 1 – 5, 2009

Youth representatives from movements, civil society organizations and government institutions from Asia, Africa and Latin America gathered at the South – South Youth Solidarity Meeting on Poverty Reduction and Social Protection held in Hanoi, Vietnam from 1-5 June, 2009.
Having analyzed extensively the situation of poverty in their countries, understood the role of social protection to ensure lives with dignity for the poor people, and recognized the role of youth in poverty reduction and social protection, the youth representatives declare the following: 

1. Economic globalization has accelerated and expanded since the “end of cold war” during 1990s. The neoliberal economic policies embraced by most countries have created and furthered the gap between the rich and the poor, resulting in social inequality and marginalization. This has created joblessness, weakening of human rights, increases in destitution, break-down of community structures and pushed poor people deeper into poverty. 
2. Our understanding of Social Protection is:
· a range of entitlements carried out by the State to address and enhance people’s capabilities and freedoms, and to protect those sections of the population who for reasons beyond their control, are not able to move of poverty. 

· as a Human Right first recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and later on re-emphasized in the framework of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 

· to be provided by the State who have the fundamental role as duty bearer, and which is tasked to promote, protect and fulfill the rights of its citizens. 

3. Challenges on delivering: 

· Social Protection is an integral part of Human Rights: In many countries, Social Protection is not recognized by national constitutions and therefore remains a challenge for citizens to claim their rightful human right. 
· In other countries, where Social Protection has been recognized, it has usually been understood merely as an economic solution to poverty without necessarily addressing the structural causes of poverty. Due to the conditions of aid and undemocratic governance (lack of people’s power and participation), many countries are forced to keep a small budget for Social Protection programmes, resulting in minimal impacts on poverty reduction. 
· More often than not, women and children, ethnic minorities, informal workers, rural and urban poor, and youth groups are forgotten in Social Protection packages due to poor design, unaccountable implementation and untransparent monitoring of programmes which prevents or reduces marginalized and excluded groups ability to access their rightful entitlements. 
4. Things have since changed: Role of youth 

· There is a demand for change, for “pro-people social protection”. This demand is growing and is strongly expressed by people all over the world. In all countries in the South, social protection and poverty reduction policies are interlinked closely. There are successes and failures of public policies on social protection and many have been recorded or documented from public administration analysis perspectives. However, there are very few research/debates initiated by youth activists and movement representatives in the countries of the South on the issues.

· Youth are both the present and future drivers of humanity. Across the world, youth activists, movement members and leaders are volunteering their lives and hearts to the development of a new society where people can live with equity and justice. They are active citizens in all areas of life: journalists, professors, workers, peasants, fisher folk, civil servants, teachers, etc. As a part of a plan to further the spirit of South – South Solidarity, it is a must to involve youth in the discussion and search for alternatives.
· A new progressive understanding on has emerged on social protection. It includes for instance; pensions, cash transfers, employment guarantee programmes and provisions for socially vulnerable groups. This, in combination with other measures, is believed to make a major contribution to promoting social justice and equity, and is important to the realisation of other rights; particularly to education, food, health and shelter, women’s rights and the eradication of intergenerational poverty. 
5. Who are we and what are we doing here in Hanoi? 

· We are the youth representatives of movements, government institutions, and civil society organizations from 10 countries, in Asia (Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Myanmar, India), Africa (Kenya, Malawi, South Africa) and Latin America (Cuba and Venezuela).We are concerned about poverty, and social justice, and are committed to promoting the active agency of youth in employment generation and poverty eradication, and to youth leadership now and in the future. 
· Our national level research on social protection and poverty reduction, identifies root causes to poverty and efforts by nation states and other stakeholders to deliver social protection.  
· We are a part of South South People’s Solidarity platform, where progressive people’s movements, academia, activitists, including youth, come together to demand for change and to act for change, towards a life of dignity and equality. 

6. Based on the key findings of our research, it is our Declaration that: 

a. We will put our ideas, commitment, spirit and actions into social protection and poverty eradication policy work. Our programmes and actions will strongly reflect an adherence to this commitment. We will play a crucial role in linking our grassroots level work at the national and international levels through continuation of sharing, and learning our experiences within countries and across countries. We will enhance solidarity actions from below and maintain our autonomy as people’s movements.
b. We demand that all stakeholders expand the notion of Social Protection beyond economic options. Citizens will enjoy not only livelihoods and employment opportunities, but also other social and cultural rights, (not limited to) rights to education, to health care, to shelter and women’s rights. Social protection packages for women must ensure women’s access to social justice and economic empowerment. 
c. Budgets for Social Protection need to be allocated. As per UNDP recommendations, we demand for at least 6% of the national GDP is allocated and spent for ensuring people’s rights to education and 6% of GDP is used for health care. We have seen the advantages that a greater percentage allocation can bring in some countries.
d. Nation states will have full decision making powers over their policies on Social Protection and will promote people’s participation in designing, implementing and monitoring the programmes on Social Protection. The programmes on Social Protection need to be comprehensive, transformative, sensitive to women, children and marginalized and excluded groups, based on the human right principles – universal, equal and with dignity. Donors (powerful states in the global north, multilateral organizations (such as the World Bank, IMF, WTO, and Multinational corporations)) and national politicians are called on to ensure that this takes place.
e. We want to see Social Protection as a statutory right, guaranteeing people’s dignity. The state must design and provide social protection effectively. Affordability is not a criterion. We call for Social Protection packages in a form of social minimum, which provides basic standard of living and ensures people retain their dignity. This social minimum package will go further than cash transfers to address: vulnerability and poverty, barriers to political participation, exclusion, insecurity (such as food and livelihoods etc), shocks and social polarisation and inequality. And it is important that the social minimum packages are universal, accessible and reach the most vulnerable communities. 
f. It is crucial to ensure civil society, in the form of workers’ movements, trade’s unions, informal sector workers, and both rural and urban rights holders, have a key role to play in demanding the state develop and implement effective policies.  Youth – both women and men - are usually forgotten in the process. We want them to have a more active role  to ensure Social Protection both as beneficiaries and agents of change. 
g. We call upon all progressive states and organizations, movements and individuals from Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and Latin America to join us in strengthening South – South People’s solidarity in the common struggle for justice, peace, cultural identity, environmental sustainable development, national sovereignty, democracy (in the sense of people’s power and participation), social progress and meaningful prosperity, for a better world for all.
ANNEX I: THE DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF SOCIAL PROTECTION
The south-south delegation believes that social protection is a fundamental human right (see document). The following policies are necessary. The delegation note that all policy and programmes must be environmentally conscious and culturally sensitive:

Education

Education should be equitable, accessible, of good quality and culturally appropriate. It should include:

· Free and compulsory education up to secondary level

· Free pre-school for 3-6 year olds 

· Crèches for babies from 6 months - 3 years

· Adult literacy classes to be available

School Nutrition

· Vocational skills training available for all

· School meals up to secondary level (6-18 years)  

· 0 – 6 months: promote exclusive breast feeding and complementary supplementary feeding (including vitamins for mothers)

Health

· Free universal health care for all citizens (including tertiary health care)

· Free ANC
 & PNC
 including PMTCT
 (Informed)

· Free ARVs
 

· Promotion of exclusive breast feeding for children up to 6 months

· Reproductive rights for all women
· Health Education (e.g. nutrition, reproductive health etc)

Labour

· Universal Employment Guarantee (rural & urban)

· Guaranteed minimum wages (for both  informal and formal)

· No Child Labour 

· Universal Labour rights (Private institutions should not be able to retrench easily)

· Differently-abled people should be supported to get employment

· Guaranteed maternity leave and job return

· Agriculture (protection for farm workers and agriculturalists)
· Promote a vocational training, employment schemes and job placement programmes (local, national, intra-national)

Housing Rights

· Basic and affordable housing for all citizens

Agriculture

· Universal input subsidies for small & medium farmers

· Free extension services 

· Minimum agricultural support prices

· Universal crop and animal insurance for small & medium scale farmers

· Support for post-harvest activities

· Support for irrigation 

Water and Sanitation

· Universal access to free, safe and potable drinking water

· Universal access to good quality toilets for women and men

· Prioritization of water for human consumption over industry

Environmental justice

· Promote reduce, reuse and recycle programmes

· Measures to prevent global warming

Culture and Sport

· Public spaces to promote sports facilities (basic and professional)

· Support cultural activities (lectures, art, radio, performance art etc) 

Other

· Universal, categorical cash transfer to older people, differently-abled, single women (means tested), orphaned children

· Human Security: A world without violence, drugs, discrimination and trafficking

· Security for all people (men, women, girls, boys, transgender and trans-sexual groups)

· Emergency disaster response and preparedness policies must be in place

· No youth should be forcibly conscripted by state or non state actors 

· No child soldiers

ANNEX II: YOUNG PEOPLE’S INVOLVEMENT IN POLICY MAKING
Background

The extent to which youth participate in policy processes (in general) varies from country to country and depends on internal and external factors. In some countries there are systems & practices that promote youth participation like dialogue with their leaders and youth “parliaments”. In other countries, such arrangements are nearly non-existent. In as far as social protection processes are concerned there is minimal youth participation in policy shaping, implementation as well as Monitoring and Evaluation. This is mainly attributed to lack of effective structures and practices that would otherwise enhance the role of the youth 

There are various challenges to youth participation. These include: a lack of proper channels for information sharing between governments and the youth community (who can be alienated and have to go through informal channels) and there can be hostility between the policy makers and the youth community. Nevertheless, since there is evidence that given proper support, youth have contributed meaningfully to other important policy processes in a number of countries, it follows that youth have the potential to meaningfully participate in Social Protection Policy processes. 

Young people can shape policy formulation, implementation and the monitoring and evalution of social protection policies.  They can also create & institutionalize favorable structures and practices at global, national and intra-national levels

What next?

As a group, the South South youth delegation must:

· Hold governments to account to its common agenda for all members (above) surrounding pertinent issues to the youth e.g. labour, health, education etc

· Develop & institutionalize  a charter/constitution/ memorandum of understanding amongst members & institutionalize the south-south into a formal youth movement 

· Continue to share knowledge & experience

· Speak with one voice in the event of unjust policies in member countries (where national level working is less effective)  

· Attain coordination of efforts amongst the youth community.

· Advocate for favorable youth policies/laws in respective countries (recognition, space & information)

· Develop advocacy strategies, monitoring tools and systems of redress (might vary)   

· Institutionalize youth forums at global, national and intra-national levels that seek to bring together the youth to promote their agenda on the policy table

· Affiliate this south- south youth movement to the South-South Solidarity movement & extend membership to other countries of the solidarity movement

· Advocate for the creation of a Southern youth arm within the UN to acquire recognition & legitimacy. 

How will youth work at a national level?

At a national level, the south south youth delegation will work in four areas: Raising awareness; coalition building; evidence building; and engaging with policy makers.  In each country there will be different methods used according to the diverse contexts.

Raising Awareness: 
· Regular meetings amongst the youth at all levels

· Promotion use of modern means of tele and electronic communications e.g. internet

· Mounting of awareness exercises using performing arts within countries and communities

· Translation of policies into vernacular languages

· Working with the media (media advocacy strategy)

Evidence Building

· Carry out rigorous review, analysis & debate of social protection issues

· Explore the feasibility, funding, sustainability of Social Protection programmes

· Consult other sectors of the youth community (two way-traffic)

Coalition Building

· Identify and collaborate with policy makers /entrepreneurs (State/non State) while remaining political

· Collaborate with the media

Actual Engagement

· Dialogue with key stakeholders e.g. Government agencies

· Participate in decision making forums e.g. “youth parliaments” & Social Protection committees 

· Push for policy agendas through non violent demonstrations, performing arts, media etc
· Participate in actual Social Protection Programmes e.g IGPWPs

· Participate in voluntary services e.g home-based care (HIV), blood donation, tree planting exercises etc

· Participate in south- south solidarity & knowledge building processes 

� Anti-natal care


� Post-natal care


� Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission (of HIV)


� Antiretroviral drugs (for HIV)


� Income generating public works programmes
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